Looking at the issue of slavery
from the perspective
of Antebellum Southerners




Southerners defended slavery from
many different angles

© Religious

© Political

© Economical

© Historical

© Philosophical

© Scientific

© RACE THEORY




Religious

Hieroglyphs on ancient Egyptian
tomb of slaves show early
evidence of slavery.




Political

=t

) e (R e

' SLAVES
 WITHOUT

Y +
’
z m ‘
:
s L
I T ——————————————————————. T
[

{ eorge Fitzhugh |

=l LLRTERY L) ——

C. Yann Weodwanrd

=t

=t

George Fitzhugh wrote a
defense of slavery called
“Cannibals All!” which
described life in the U.S. if
slaves were free.




Economic
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Historic




“Natural Rights” theory drove the
American Revolution

If government fails the people, the
people have the right to change the gov't

“States’ Rights” theory drove the

sectional tensions that led to the Civil

War
The Federal government does not have

the power to dictate what sates can and
cannot do




Dr. Samuel A. Cartwright wrote
essay "Diseases and
Peculiarities of the Negro
Race,"”

Highly respected and widely
published doctor from the
University of Louisiana

Discussed two diseases which
he claims are unique to African
Americans.

"Drapetomania,” a disease
which causes slaves to run
away

"Dysaethesia Aethiopica," a
disease causing "rascality" in
black people free and
enslaved.

Believed blacks were better
suited to physical labor than
whites.




Thomas Jefferson
wrote about his
thoughts on slaves

“Notes on the State of
Virginia”
Blacks are inferior to
whites

Intellect

Ability

Emotions

Unable to mix with
whites




Which defense of slavery do you think
makes the most sense?

Which argument makes the least
sense?

Can you see any arguments that
overlap?

Can you come up with a better
defense of slavery?
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