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     The 38th President of the United States, Gerald R. Ford, was born in Omaha, Nebraska in 1913 to Leslie Lynch King and Elizabeth Speer. His boyhood years were spent in Grand Rapids, Michigan. What is not well known is that Gerald was adopted at the age of 12 by Gerald R. Ford Sr. a successful businessman in Grand Rapids. The young Ford became the half brother of four brothers and two sisters. In his early school years Gerald was very good at athletics. While attending the University of Michigan, Gerald was so good on the football field that he could have become a professional football player after graduation. However, he chose to go to Yale University to study law. Working as an assistant coach at the school, he graduated in 1941 and passed the bar examination to become a lawyer in the same year. He did practice law for little more than a year before joining the U.S. Navy during World War II. During his Navy years, Gerald’s ship, the U.S.S. Monterey, was involved in many battles in the South Pacific and his ship took part in the recapture of the Philippine Islands. Upon his discharge in 1946 Gerald Ford held the rank of Lieutenant Commander.

     After leaving the Navy Gerald Ford practiced law for awhile even though he was interested in politics. He entered into public service in 1949 when he was elected as a U.S. Representative to Congress for the State of Michigan. Gerald Ford was re-elected to this office twelve times. The people he represented and his political colleagues thought him to be a deeply sincere and honest individual. This would one day come to be very important as the events of the United States political scene unfolded in the early 1970s. In 1973, then Vice President Spiro Agnew resigned from his position because of criminal charges of bribery being brought against him. Bribery means giving a secret gift, usually money, to someone in power to get a favor in return. The 25th Amendment to the Constitution states that, if the office of Vice President is vacant, the President can appoint a new Vice President, as long as Congress approves the appointment.

The President, Richard Millhouse Nixon, nominated Gerald Ford to be the new Vice President in part because of Ford’s good reputation for honesty. Both the Senate and the House of Representatives confirmed Mr. Ford and he took office on December 6, 1973. However, the Watergate break-in scandal erupted in 1974 and on the 8th of August 1974 then President Nixon resigned from office as well. He was the first President to do so. The 25th Constitutional Amendment also states that if the President resigns the Vice President takes over the office. So Congressman Gerald R. Ford was the first person to become the Vice-President by the provisions of the 25th Amendment and then to become President by the 25th Amendment. Gerald Ford became President without being elected Vice President or President by the people of the United States. Knowing that the country was in great turmoil from all of the circumstances that had occurred, President Ford pardoned Richard M. Nixon. He then went on to nominate Nelson D. Rockefeller to be the Vice-President. Thus Governor Nelson Rockefeller became the second Vice-President to be installed in the office of Vice President by appointment under the 25th Amendment.

      President Ford went on to slowly replace the people in Nixon’s cabinet with the people he wanted in his cabinet positions. Ford, a Republican, was often opposed by the strongly Democratic controlled Congress. First inflation and rising prices consumed the new President’s energies and then this was followed by a recession. President Ford was quite conservative in his financial views and more moderate in his domestic influences.

The new President worked energetically in world affairs to calm the state of distrust between Egypt and Israel. Ultimately this led to the first truce between the two countries. He worked to push for additional nuclear limitation treaties with the Russians during this part of the Cold War.

       Other very criticized actions undertaken by President Ford included his offer to pardon draft dodgers from the Vietnam War if they would work in public service for two years and swear by reaffirmation their oath and allegiance to the United States. Similarly deserters could rejoin the branch of service that they deserted and serve two years faithfully. Upon completion of this service they would then have their deserter status rescinded.

The Vietnam War continued into 1974 but President Ford could obtain no further funding from the Congress in order to aid the South Vietnamese. This was the precursor to the fall of Saigon in 1975 and the combining of South and North Vietnam into a single Communist controlled country.

     In the election of 1976 President Ford was nominated by the Republican Party as their Presidential nominee, and the Democrats selected Jimmy Carter. It was to be Jimmy Carter, the Governor of Georgia, who would be the next President of the United States. After leaving office President Ford served on various committees and lectured across the country. His memoirs put to words Gerald Ford’s desires and accomplishments in healing the United States during some of its most troubling political times. The 38th President of the United States, Gerald Rudolph Ford, passed away at the age of 93 one day after Christmas in the year 2006. The President and his wife Betty had three sons and one daughter.

President Gerald R. Ford Questions

1. As a young man, Gerald Ford excelled at what sport?

a. Baseball             b. Football            c. Golf

2. During World War II, Gerald Ford served in the U.S.

a. Army                  b. Navy                 c. Marines

3. Gerald Ford served for many years as a

a. U.S. Congressman                b. U.S. Senator               c. Governor

4. Gerald Ford was well known for his

a. Bribery                  b. Business knowledge                  c. Honesty

5. Gerald Ford became Vice President because he was

a. Nominated by the Republican Party                        b. Nominated by the Democratic Party    
                  c. Appointed under the provisions of the 25th Amendment

6. Gerald Ford became President by

a. landslide vote of the American people   b. narrow vote by the American people  c. provisions of the 25th Amendment

7. Gerald Ford pardoned former President

a. Richard Nixon             b. Jimmy Carter          c. Nelson Rockefeller

8. Which war continued while Gerald Ford was President?

a. Operation Desert Shield        b. Operation Desert Storm            c. Vietnam War
President James Earl Carter

     Although his given name is James Earl Carter, everyone knows the thirty-ninth President of the United States as Jimmy Carter. Carter was born on October 1, 1924 in rural Plains, Georgia. Carter’s father was a farmer. Jimmy Carter often spoke of attending school and playing with the many African American children who lived nearby. Remember, when he was growing up segregation, or separation by race, was the social norm.

After graduating from high school, Jimmy Carter first attended Georgia Southwestern University and then Georgia Institute of Technology. However, in 1946 he graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy and became a lieutenant while performing submarine duty for the Navy. Also in 1946 he married Rosalynn Smith of Plains, Georgia and they had one daughter, Amy.

      Admiral Hyman Rickover was responsible for selecting the best and brightest to staff the nuclear submarine program and he chose Jimmy Carter to join the program. Carter studied nuclear reactor technology and nuclear physics at Union College before becoming a senior officer of the second nuclear submarine in the U.S. Navy.

Carter returned to the family peanut farm in 1953 after his father died, leaving his military career behind. He began his political career in local government and ran for state senate in 1962. In 1966 he ran for governor of Georgia but was defeated. But when he ran for governor again in 1970, he was elected. Just two years later, in 1974, he announced that he was running for president. In 1976 he was the Democratic nominee for president and defeated Gerald Ford who had taken over as president after Richard Nixon resigned.

      Jimmy Carter served one term as president, being defeated by Ronald Reagan in the 1980 election. During Carter’s term in office he focused on human rights throughout the world. His administration is known for the Panama Canal Treaty and the Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty (SALT II) with the Soviet Union which limited the nuclear arms of both countries. Carter expended a significant amount of effort on bringing peace to the Middle East between Egypt and Israel. He brought the leaders of both countries to the presidential retreat at Camp David, Maryland for peace talks known as the Camp David Accords. “Accords” is another name for agreements. Carter also established diplomatic relations with the People’s Republic of China.

      With his background in nuclear power, Carter created the Department of Energy as a cabinet level position and established a national energy policy. He also created the Department of Education as a cabinet level position. However, the Carter administration faced some major crises. In the United States there was a severe shortage of gasoline causing long lines at gas stations. Inflation was very high during the Carter years. During this time, the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan; this was the beginning of the problems in Afghanistan that we still experience today with American troops in that country. What hurt the American morale the most is that militant Iranian students took over the American embassy in Iran in 1979 and held 52 Americans as hostages. Carter approved a plan to rescue the hostages but this rescue attempt failed and further demoralized the American people. More citizens disapproved of Carter as president than approved his performance.

In spite of this, Carter became the Democratic nominee for president in the 1980 election. Ronald Reagan, the Republican nominee, won the election and he projected the image of a strong leader to the rest of the world. The hostages in Iran were released just before Reagan took office while Carter was still president.

     After leaving office Jimmy Carter returned to Plains, Georgia. Carter has written twenty-three books; many of these books have been revised to a second edition. He has continued to work on humanitarian causes throughout the world through the Carter Center in Atlanta, Georgia. For this work Carter was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2002. Carter has continued to be involved in settling international disputes as well as very active in other causes such as Habitat for Humanity.

President James Earl Carter Questions

1. What was important about Jimmy Carter playing with African American children when he was a boy?

a.The southern U.S. was integrated when Carter was young.  

b.The southern U.S. was segregated when Carter was young.
c. The southern U.S. was neutral when Carter was young.

2. In what branch of the U.S. military did Jimmy Carter serve?

a. Navy                 b. Marines                    c. Coast Guard

3. What subject did Jimmy Carter study at Union College?

a. Law                   b. Technology              c. Nuclear Physics

4. Besides being President, what other office did Jimmy Carter hold?

a. Governor of Georgia           b. U.S. Senator from Georgia             c. U.S. Congressman from Georgia

5. Who did Jimmy Carter defeat in the presidential election of 1976?

a. Richard Nixon                 b. Gerald Ford              c. Ronald Reagan

6. Jimmy Carter was not able to free the American hostages held in

a. Iran                       b. Iraq                         c. Israel

7. After leaving office Jimmy Carter received

a. The Nobel Peace Prize             b. An Academy Award               c. The Camp David Accord

