
TAH Class assignment The Village Blacksmith a changing society  Name:________________________ Date 

 
Starter: Please Read to yourself this poem by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
The Village Blacksmith 
Under a spreading chestnut-tree 
The village smithy stands; 
The smith, a mighty man is he, 
With large and sinewy hands; 
And the muscles of his brawny arms 
Are strong as iron bands.  
 
His hair is crisp, and black, and long, 
His face is like the tan; 
His brow is wet with honest sweat, 
He earns whate'er he can, 
And looks the whole world in the face, 
For he owes not any man.  
 
Week in, week out, from morn till night, 
You can hear his bellows blow; 
You can hear him swing his heavy sledge, 
With measured beat and slow, 
Like a sexton ringing the village bell, 
When the evening sun is low.  
 
And children coming home from school 
Look in at the open door; 
They love to see the flaming forge, 
And bear the bellows roar, 
And catch the burning sparks that fly 
Like chaff from a threshing-floor.  
 
He goes on Sunday to the church, 
And sits among his boys; 
He hears the parson pray and preach, 



He hears his daughter's voice, 
Singing in the village choir, 
And it makes his heart rejoice.  
 
It sounds to him like her mother's voice, 
Singing in Paradise! 
He needs must think of her once more, 
How in the grave she lies; 
And with his haul, rough hand he wipes 
A tear out of his eyes.  
 
Toiling,--rejoicing,--sorrowing, 
Onward through life he goes; 
Each morning sees some task begin, 
Each evening sees it close 
Something attempted, something done, 
Has earned a night's repose.  
 
Thanks, thanks to thee, my worthy friend, 
For the lesson thou hast taught! 
Thus at the flaming forge of life 
Our fortunes must be wrought; 
Thus on its sounding anvil shaped 
Each burning deed and thought. 
 
Please describe this man: 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What about his family? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What about his religious beliefs? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
What about his work? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Is he different from a factory worker? 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please read How did America Change? 
 



     The Industrial Revolution itself refers to a change from hand and home production to machine and factory. The 
first industrial revolution was important for the inventions of spinning and weaving machines operated by water 
power which was eventually replaced by steam. This helped increase America’s growth. However, the industrial 
revolution truly changed American society and economy into a modern urban-industrial state. 
     The real impetus for America entering the Industrial Revolution was the passage of the Embargo Act of 1807 
and the War of 1812. Americans were upset over an incident with the Chesapeake whereby the British opened fire 
when they were not allowed to search the ship. They also seized four men and hung one for desertion. This resulted 
in much public outrage and the passage of the Embargo Act which stopped the export of American goods and 
effectively ended the import of goods from other nations. Eventually, America went to war with Great Britain in 
1812. The war made it apparent that America needed a better transportation system and more economic 
independence. Therefore, manufacturing began to expand. 
     Industrialization in America involved three important developments. First, transportation was expanded. 
Second, electricity was effectively harnessed. Third, improvements were made to industrial processes such as 
improving the refining process and accelerating production. The government helped protect American 
manufacturers by passing a protective tariff. 
    In 1794, Eli Whitney patented the cotton gin which made the separation of cotton seeds from fiber much faster. 
The South increased its cotton supply sending raw cotton north to be used in the manufacture of cloth. Francis C. 
Lowell increased the efficiency in the manufacture of cloth by bringing spinning and weaving processes together 
into one factory. This led to the development of the textile industry throughout New England. In 1846, Elias Howe 
created the sewing machine which revolutionized the manufacture of clothing. All of a sudden, clothing began to 
be made in factories as opposed to at home. Eli Whitney came up with the idea to use interchangeable parts in 
1798 to make muskets. If standard parts were made by machine, then they could be assembled at the end much 
more quickly than before. This became an important part of American industry and the Second Industrial 
Revolution. 
    As industries and factories arose, people moved from farms to cities. This led to other issues including 
overcrowding and disease. However, advances were made in agriculture too including better machines and 
cultivators. For example, Cyrus McCormick created the reaper which allowed quicker and cheaper harvesting of 
grain. John Deere created the first steel plow in 1837 helping speed up farming across the Midwest. With the 
increased size of the United States, better communication networks became ultra important. In 1844, Samuel F. B. 
Morse created the telegraph and by 1860, this network ranged throughout the eastern coast to the Mississippi. 
     The Cumberland Road, the first national road, was begun in 1811. This eventually became part of the Interstate 
40. Further, river transportation was made efficient through the creation of the first steamboat, the Clermont, by 
Robert Fulton. This was made possible by James Watt’s invention of the first reliable steam engine.  The creation of 
the Erie Canal created a route from the Atlantic Ocean to the Great Lakes thereby helping stimulate the 
economy of New York and making New York City a great trading center. 
Railroads were of supreme importance to the increase in trade throughout the United States. In fact, by the start of 
the Civil War, railroads linked the most important Mid West cities with the Atlantic coast. Railroads further opened 
the west and connected raw materials to factories and markets.  
     With the great advances of the Industrial Revolution, inventors continued to work throughout the rest of the 19th 
and early 20th century on ways to make life easier while increasing productivity. The foundations set throughout 
the mid-1800's set the stage for inventions such as the light bulb (Thomas Edison), telephone (Alexander Bell), and 
the automobile (Karl Benz). Further, Ford's creation of the assembly line which made manufacturing more efficient 
just helped form America into a modern industrialized nation. The impact of these and other inventions of the time 
cannot be underestimated. 
So how do you think the average persons life changed between 1812 and 1850? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Did this impact families? How? ________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

List 6 famous men and what they did to change America: ______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 



 


